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CLUB ASSEMBLY 8 UPDATES FROM DIRECTORS AND CHAIRS

Article by Tom Coley

Members of the Rotary Club of Franklin got a midterm update on the 2013- 2014 Rotary year from various direc-
tors, chairs and board members on January 22. Just some of the highlights include John Short, chair of the Ro-
tary Club of Franklin Charitable Foundation (CF) reminded us that the club established 'The Rotary Club of Frank-
l inds Charitable Foundation' for two pr i mar-Botanaesarsdo n s
Rotarians can make a tax deductible contribution such as a bequest or major gift and keep those funds local. It is
not intended to compete with the Rotary Foundation which returns funds to us locally and makes a huge differ-
ence internationally. Secondly, the CF gives us a body where we can solicit and accept funds from the Non-
Rotary community to support local club projects_year round and at a significant level WITHOUT having an addi-
tional club fundraiser. The CF board members are embarking on a regional campaign to grow our fund and
thereby broaden our scope of service to the Western North Carolina community. Anyone interested in helping in
this endeavor can contact John Short or Tom Coley. Larry Hollifield, Youth Services Director, reported that our
Interact Club has received a Rotary Presidential Citation for excellence. Also Sara Blackburn, a student at Na-
coochee School, has been selected for our next student exchange program. Mike Norris updated the club on our
Boy Scout Troup 202 efforts as there is a search underway for a permanent scout master. Judy Chapman, Com-
munity Service Director, reported that Community Care Service, which we support, has had to reduce their ser-
vice from last year due to financial shortfalls. Our club has also been active in the Rotary Hunger Assistance Pro-
gram. Lenny Jordan, Vocational Service Director, reported that his search committee is underway to award The
Bob and Helen Carpenter Nursing Scholarship to a deserving student. The Rotary Ethics in Business Award will
be given to Greg Vernelson, owner of Franklin Auction Co. While picking up furniture items for an auction, Greg
found and returned $21,000 in cash that had been forgotten by its owner. Co-Directors John Henning and Sandy
Frazier, International Service, reported the club is considering supporting projects in the Philippines, Guatemala,
and Ecuador. Sandy will be leaving with a work mission team in March for our ongoing project to support a
school in rural Panama. Jim Garner, Rotary Foundation Chair, reminded us that we all can participate in interna-
tional service projects through our support of The Ro-
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Project Panama

Since 2004 area Rotary Clubs and churches have been in partnership with the Rotary Club of Boquete,
Panama. During the nine years of this international project nearly 3000 pounds of medical and school
supplies have been transported from Western North Carolina to Western Panama. Over $32,000 in cash
donations have been provided. Over 100 volunteers have paid their way ($1500 - $1700) to spend their
vacations providing over 3200 hours of labor renovating schools and conducting medical clinics. Over
1200 patients have been examined and treated. Kenia Alvarez is once again back in Western North Caro-

' ina, where she is enjoying a vacation. Whil e her e
DC and Disney World in Orlando (both very similar destinations these days). She will be telling her story
at a few gatherings. It is an extremely interesting, heart -warming, and first -hand account of how Ro-

tary, Rotarians, and citizens of Western NC have affected, not only her life, but those of her students
in a very positive and uplifting way. Kenia will be at Our Club on Wednesday noon, February 5 ' to share
her story.

Community Care Clinic Gets Award

One of the organizations that the Rotary Club of Franklin supports, the Community Care Clinic received
the distinguished Civic Organization of the Year Award presented by the Chamber of Commerce on
Tuesday Night January 21st at the Franklin Chamber's annual banquet at Tartan Hall. The clinic was
recognized for its outstanding work in the community providing healthcare to those who cannot afford

it.



