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RI Council on Legislative Overview  

by Dick Pritts  

The July 31 st  Rotary Club of Franklinõs meeting on the operations of Rotary Interna-

tionalõs constitution and by-laws was presented by Jim Efland, Past District Governor 

of District 7670. Jim was our DG in 2004 ð 2005 and has been a Rotarian in the 

Asheville Rotary Club since 1985. He explained that Rotary International was 

founded as an American service organization 108 years ago in Chicago. Since its 

founding it has grown internationally and thus is made up of many diverse individuals 

of many nationalities, religious, ethnic and political make -up so its constitution and by

-laws that govern such a diverse organization has survived and thrived over the 

years.  

Jim explained that how RI has been able to continue to grow and meet such a diverse 

constituency is through the RI Council on Legislative Overview. The constitution, by -

laws and Rotary Club operations are reviewed every three years in Chicago with a 

member from each of the 535 RI Districts.  The delegates are supplied over 200 

pieces of legislation to be reviewed and the material is translated in six languages. 

There are headsets for each delegate so that they can follow each memberõs discus-

sion no matter what language is being spoken.                                                                                                                                  

The Manual for Procedures, By -Laws etc. are updated after each legislative review period. Each district representa-

tive has an equal vote to make revisions and this past review period over enactments that change the constitution, by

-laws or club rules were reviewed and 50 were approved. Some involved modifications of recent enactments once they 

had a chance to see whether they worked or not. They can involve simple changes like the club secretary shall be a 

board member or a club president must be a club member for at least one year. Many of the items reviewed have to 

do with ways to grow club membership. For more information on the RI Council on legislative see Club President Nan-

cie Wilson or Past District Governor Dennis Sanders.  

Raffle Winners for 2013!  

Rotary Club of Franklin president Nancie Wilson (far left) 

presents Bill and Charlene Brackett of Franklin a check 

for $15000 from the Rotary Club of Franklin. The Brack-

etts were this yearõs winner of the Roy Rickman Scholar-

ship Raffle. Proceeds from the event benefit several 

scholarships the club awards each year as well as help 

fund the many service projects the club conducts. Rotary 

District Governor -Elect Gary Bray (far right) sold the 

Bracketts the winning ticket.  
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Nancieõs 

Notes  

Our First 5th Week Social is Today 8/1!  

The Rotary Club of Franklin board recently ap-

proved a special event that will take place four 

times per year when we have 5 

meetings in a month. Its our 5th 

week social. Our first one is 

Thursday Night August 1st 5p at 

Fatz. Please come for food fun 

and fellowship (Dutch Treat).  

Welcome Sam!!

Sam Blasingame 

of Franklin (L) is 

inducted into 

the Rotary Club 

of Franklin as 

itõs newest mem-

ber at this 

weekõs meeting. 

Blasingame is 

presented his 

club pin by his sponsor and club voca-

tional chair Lenny Jordan.  

Club Donation  

President Nancie receives a check for $100 from Franklin 

Ford as a contribution to the Rotary Club of Franklin. The 

presentation was made by new club member Greg Farrell, a 

sales representative with Franklin Ford.  

What wonderful news we heard on Wednesday! Un-
der the leadership of John Yermack, John Short, Mike 
Norris and the "horsemen," our Rickman Scholarship 
event was the best one so far! We received and sold 
more silent auction items than ever, and more ads in 
our souvenir program. I thank all of you who worked 
at the event, the food servers, clean-up crew, silent 
auction team, the sales folks who made our souvenir 
program the biggest and best ever, and of course, all 
our Club members who sold tickets to family, friends, 
and even people they didn't know! I know next year 
we'll have an even bigger and better event. Our Club 
has two new members, Greg Farrell, sponsored and 
mentored by Mike Norris,  and Sam Blasingame, a 
former Rotary Club president, whose sponsor is 
Lenny Jordan. I hope you'll all take a few moments to 
introduce yourselves and become acquainted with 
these newest Rotarians! Remember, one has to be 
invited to join Rotary, so if you have a friend or co-
worker who you think would make a good Rotarian, 
invite him or her to one of our meetings. 
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Rickman 2013...GREAT AGAIN!  

Saturday Nightõs Roy Rickman Silent 

Auction and Fundraiser was a great suc-

cess again at MVI. Congratulations to Bill 

and Charlene 

Brackett, winners 

of the raffle. 

Second Place 

went to Teresa 

Siler, wife of 

Scholarship Chair 

Bud Siler. Also congrats to Tony Hernandez who won $301 

in the 50 50 drawing and Leslie Norris who picked up $100 

for the first ticket drawn.. Thanks to all who participated 

and Rotarians for 

making it another suc-

cessful event!  
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More From Rickman 2013  


