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                       Mountain Mediation Service 

                        By John Hubsch 
Dr. Davids introduced Lorraine Johnson, Director of  Mountain Mediation 
Services(MMS) and Adele Doering, volunteer mediator at MMS. MMS has 3 
offices in 7 counties in western North Carolina. It provides mediation services 
to the local community and in doing so, it helps alleviate the backlog of  dis-
putes that are in the local court system. Most of  the cases that they handle 
come from the courts, whereby one person has filed a com-
plaint or a warrant against another person. Examples are 
landlord/tenant disputes or neighbor disputes. MMS 
brings both parties together and attempts to get them to 

resolve their problem outside of  court. The MMS mediator does not take 
sides but allows each party to talk in front of  the other party in a civilized 
manner.  
MMS also provides Mediation training and is always looking for volunteer 
mediators. It recently finished training 1,400 students in bullying education 
and prevention. Another common dispute that MMS deals with is Medicaid appeals. It is a non-
profit organization and was founded in 1994. It serves the community by resolving disputes out-
side of the court system. Itõs website is at www.MountainMediation.org. The Franklin office can 
be contacted at 828-349-2561.  

                  Connect NC Bond 

Rotary Club member Dr. Cheryl Davids introduced Dr. Don Tomas, President of  Southwestern 
Community College, who gave a compelling talk in support of  the Connect 
NC Bond, which will be on the upcoming election ballot this month. He 
urged everyone to  vote yes, in favor of this 2 billion dollar bond that will be 
used to rebuild many facets of  the North Carolina infrastructure. Much of 
the monies will go to the western part of North Carolina and it wonõt in-
crease taxes because it is merely replacing existing and expiring bonds. It has 
bi-partisan support and will assist in replacing aging structures in our colleg-
es, roads, parks and other areas that need help.  
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#ÌÕÂ 2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÓ 0$' 'ÁÒÙ "ÒÁÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÓÔ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÁÄÙ $ÅÍÉ "ÒÁÙ 

!Ô ÏÕÒ -ÁÒÃÈ ςÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ χφχπ $'% 'ÁÒÙ $ÉÌÌÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔ $' "ÉÌȤ

ÌÉ "ÌÁÃËȟ 0$' 'ÁÒÙ 3ÁÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ #ÌÕÂ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

3ÅÁÎ 'ÉÂÓÏÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ 

)0$' 'ÁÒÙ "ÒÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÁÄÙ $ÅÍÉ 

"ÒÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ 2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂ ÁÎÄ 2) $ÉÓȤ

ÔÒÉÃÔ χφχπȢ 'ÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ 

$ÅÍÉ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ 

&ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅÎÓÂÏÒÏ ÁÒÅÁ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÍ 

×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÅÔÔÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅ× ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄ 

ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× 2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂȢ 

ς -ÏÒÅ .Å× -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ )ÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ -ÁÒÃÈ ςÎÄȦ 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ #ÈÁÉÒ ,ÉÎÄÁ (ÁÒÂÕÃË ÉÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ Ô×Ï 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȢ *ÉÍÍÙ 6ÉÌÌÁÒÄȟ Á ÒÅÔÉÒÅÄ !ÒÍÙ 6ÅÔȤ

ÅÒÉÎÁÒÉÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

-ÁÃÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ (ÅÁÌÔÈ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÓ 

ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ "ÉÌÌ 3×ÉÆÔȢ 3ÔÅÐÈÁÎÉÅ 3ÍÉÔÈȟ 

Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÒÅÁÌÔÏÒ ÁÔ "ÁÌÄ (ÅÁÄ 2ÅÁÌÔÙȟ ÉÓ 

ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 7ÏÏÄÁÒÄȢ 0ÒÅÓÉȤ

ÄÅÎÔ 3ÅÁÎ ÔÈÅÎ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ 

ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÁÒÅÁ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȢ 

7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ *ÉÍÍÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÐÈÁÎÉÅȦ 
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)ÎÔÅÒÁÃÔ "ÏÏË $ÒÉÖÅ ςπρφ 

4ÈÅ &(3 )ÎÔÅÒÁÃÔ #ÌÕÂ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÏÏË ÄÒÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ 

2ÅÁÄς-Å ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅË ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ τππ ÂÏÏËÓ 

×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ Á Ô×Ï ×ÅÅË ÐÅÒÉÏÄȢ 2ÉÔÁ (ÕÂÂÓȭ 

ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÏÏË ПÉÒÓÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ρςυ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÏÏËÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔȤ

ÅÄȢ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ )ÎÔÅÒÁÃÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 

ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ $ÁÖÉÄ -Ã!ÌÌÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ 

ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÌÕÂ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á×ÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ Á ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÒËȦ  

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 

$ÅÁÒ &ÒÉÅÎÄ 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ 

ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÎȤ

ÄÁÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÔ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ 

&ÉÒÓÔ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 

ÄÅÁÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÌÏ× 

2ÏÔÁÒÉÁÎ #ÌÁÙÔÏÎ 2ÁÍȤ

ÓÅÙȢ #ÌÁÙÔÏÎȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ 

ÍÉÓÓ ÙÏÕȦ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ *ÅÆÆ 

ÁÎÄ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ 'ÉÌÌÅÔÔÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÓÅÃÕÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 

ÏÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÓÉÔ 

ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ 

'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÙ #ÌÅÁÎÕÐ 3ÏÏÎȦ 

4ÈÅ ÄÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÅÁÎÕÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÙ 

ÂÅÈÉÎÄ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ /ÆПÉÃÅ ÉÓ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ 

-ÁÒÃÈ ρωÔÈȢ ωÁÍÉÓÈȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ 

ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ #ÉÎÄÙ 2ÏÄÇÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȢ 'ÒÅÁÔ ÍÁËÅ-ÕÐ ÔÏÏȦ 

3ÐÏÎÓÏÒ 2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 3ÅÁÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ 

$ÒȢ #ÈÅÒÙÌ $ÁÖÉÄÓ ÏÎ 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á 

ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÓÉÎÃÅ *ÕÌÙ ÏÆ 

ςπρσȢ 'ÒÅÁÔ ×ÏÒË #ÈÅÒÙÌȢ 

)ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ 

ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÎÅ 

ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÐÅÒ ÙÅÁÒȢ  
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2ÏÔÁÒÉÁÎ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓȡ  

2ÏÂÂÉÅ (ÏÌÌÁÎÄɂ-ÁÒ τ 

 

2ÏÔÁÒÉÁÎ !ÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÉÅÓȡ 

*ÉÍ "ÒÏÓÓɂσ ÙÅÁÒÓ 

 

2ÏÔÁÒÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ σȾ ω 

0ÒÁÙÅÒȾ0ÌÅÄÇÅȡ  *ÁÎÉÃÅ %ÄÇÅÒÔÏÎ 

'ÒÅÅÔÅÒȡ  +ÅÖÉÎ #ÏÒÂÉÎ 

 

$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

ςπρφȦ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 3ÅÁÎ ÉÓ ÅÎȤ

ÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÔÏ 

ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÅÁÄÏ×ÖÉÅ× 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎ +ÉÎÇȤ

ÓÐÏÒÔȟ 4. ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ρπÔÈ ÔÈÒÕ ρςÔÈ ÓÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ 

ÍÁÒË ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎȤ

ÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÉÓ Αρωπ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÍ ÒÁÔÅ ÉÓ 

Αρςυ ÐÅÒ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ 2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÉÓ -ÁÙ 

ρωÔÈȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÔÈÃÏÍÉÎÇȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÎ 

$ÁÃ$Â .Ï×Ȧ 

$ÕÅÓ )ÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ !ÐÒÉÌ ρÓÔȢ 

4ÈÅ 2ÏÔÁÒÙ #ÌÕÂ ÏÆ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ ÆÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÖÏÔÅÄ 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςτÔÈ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÄÕÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ Αρφυ ÔÏ Αρχυ ÐÅÒ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒȢ 

4ÈÅ ÃÌÕÂ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÒÕÌÅ ÏÆ ψυ ÍÅÁÌ ÃÏÓÔÓ 

ÆÒÏÍ Αρπ ÔÏ Αρρ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÅÓÔ ÍÅÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ Αρπ ÔÏ 

ΑρρȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 

ÍÅÁÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ 0% ,ÅÎÎÙ ÁÎȤ

ÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅ ÆÏÒ 2ÏÔÁÒÉȤ

ÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Αρπ ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÎȤ

ÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ Αςυ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÄÕÅÓ  ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ 

ÂÅ ÐÁÉÄ ÂÙ ÃÒÅÄÉÔ ÃÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÒ 

ÃÁÓÈȢȢ  

"ÒÅ× &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ -ÅÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȦ 

0% ,ÅÎÎÙ *ÏÒÄÁÎ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ 

ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ "ÒÅ× &ÅÌÌÏ×Ȥ

ÓÈÉÐ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ 4ÕÅÓȤ

ÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ ψÔÈ ÁÔ υȡσπ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

,ÁÚÙ (ÉËÅÒȢ !ÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒȤ

ÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÆÕȤ

ÔÕÒÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ "ÒÅ× 

&ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȢ 

"ÏÁÒÄ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ -ÁÒÃÈ ρπÔÈ 

4ÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓȤ

ÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ ρπÔÈ ÁÔ ,ÁÚÙ (ÉËÅÒȢ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÔ υȡππ 

0- ÁÎÄ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ υȡσπ 0-Ȣ 'ÒÅÁÔ 

ÐÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ Á ÍÁËÅÕÐȢ "ÏÁÒÄ 

ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 


